
 
 

The Weekly ¡Olé! 

 Finishing Up Week 14 - November 15, 2019       RANCHO MINERVA MIDDLE SCHOOL  

 

School Psychologist’s 
SEL Tip of the Week: 

Motivational Interviewing 
 
Motivational Interviewing is 
a counseling technique 
that began in addiction 
recovery.  It is different 
from other techniques in 
that it relies on drawing 
out an individual’s 
intrinsic motivation and 
interest in change.  In a 
nutshell, Motivational 
Interviewing consists of 
asking the scholar what 
their goals are, 
independent of what 
other people want from 
them.  This approach 
helps meet adolescents’ 
deep need to feel 
independent and 
empowered. 
 
The core techniques of 
Motivational Interviewing 
are OARS: Open-ended 
questions, Affirmations, 
Reflections and Summary 
statements. 
 
Here is a sample 
Motivational Interviewing 
conversation: 
Open-ended question: 
How did you feel about 
your grade on the last 
test?  I want to know what 
you actually think, you 
won’t hurt my feelings if 
you’re fine with your 
grade. 
Affirmation: On question 
3 you did a great job using 
the scientific vocabulary 
we have been learning in 
class 

Telling Our Story 
This was a short week FILLED 
with lots of activities focused on 
scholar success and supporting 
our families.  Lucia and our 
volunteers set up the Bulls 
Boutique in the library filled 
with clothing and books. 
Scholars and their families had a 
chance to “shop” at the 
boutique on Tuesday and 
Thursday.  Thank you to everyone who donated clothing 
and books to the boutique!  Every little thing matters.  

  
Parent conferences were in full 
swing on Tuesday and Thursday 
with over 200 families 
participating in this important 
event.  Action plans were created 
alongside parents and scholars 
with teacher support. 
Conferences were strengths 
based and many families left 

smiling and ALL were grateful for the hard work and 
dedication that YOU put into their child’s academic life.  
 
We powered through night 2 of parent conferences with 
stamina and positivity. Our bellies were full from the Two 
Brothers from Italy  luncheon sponsored by our fabulous 
Social Committee. Thank you to everyone who made that 
deliciousness possible.  And if you haven’t joined yet - the 
time is now!  They do great things for us and continue to 
build our #rmmsfam!    
 
The Bulls Boutique moved its 
store to outside the gym so 
more families could take 
advantage of all the donations 
to support their children. 
Scholars volunteered to 
manage our parent welcome 
table and we had many, many 
translators on hand to offer 
language support.  Thank you 
to everyone who made our conferences a HUGE success. 
Let the action plans begin!  
 
 

 

 

 

 



Reflection: If I’m hearing 
you right, you quit after 
question 5 because you 
felt the test was too hard 
Summary statement: It 
sounds like you genuinely 
want to do well in my 
class, but you get 
discouraged when things 
get difficult. 
 
Often, students feel like 
adults lecture them and 
they tend to shut down 
when they feel that.  Using 
OARS techniques can 
start some much more 
productive conversations 
based on what the 
scholar actually wants to 
change. 

 

Quote of the week  

Thanks Denzel!  

 

Scholar work showcased 

at Parent Conferences! 

Friday morning kicked off with 
another high energy, high 5 
Friday welcome.  This week, we 
not only had parents and 
teachers, we had our ASB 
leaders and other scholars join 
in to spread love and joy to 
everyone, and we mean 
everyone who came on campus. 
Thank you to Lucia and our PTA 

for creating this fun community building event.  
 
Mr. Hudson and Mr. 
Huckobey’s ELA class was 
working hard on Narrative 
Writing and peer editing. The 
stories were compelling and 
filled with descriptive language 
that took the reader right into 
where the story took place. 
Scholars worked 
collaboratively to give 
feedback on grammar, 
spelling, and content, ensuring a quality piece of written 
work.   This visit really showcased the teacher as a 
facilitator and the scholars as the lead learners.  

 
Art is alive and kicking at RMMS 
in Mrs. Santangelo’s class. 
Today, scholars were asked to 
“think outside the box” and 
create something unexpected. 
And, just so you know, it’s NOT a 
pie!  Scholars worked with the 
partial piece of art to re-think 
what it could be.  This class was 

filled with all types of learners and every single one was 
engaged and excited to share their creation.  The room was 
filled with laughter and joy as the scholars worked 
alongside each other.  

 

After a very LONG short 
week, Nicole and I wanted to 
be sure each of you knew how much your work matters and 
how much we appreciate each and every one of you.  Every 
single person on this campus makes a difference in our 
scholars’ lives.  Thank you for smiling at our scholars every 

 

Tues 11/19 - Website 

Training at VIC 

Thurs 11/21 - Coffee with 

the Principal at 

Northgate Market at 

8:45 am and  

5 pm- all are welcome! 

 

11/18 - CA West Realty 

11/19-11/21 - VCC Dental 

Services 



 

day.  Thank you for welcoming our scholars into the 
learning space.  Thank you for giving 100% every day to 
make our scholars’ day at school the best day ever.   YOU 
certainly make our day the BEST day ever.  
 
With continued consistent messaging and holding our 
scholars accountable, we will #disrupttheperception!  
 
With incredible respect and gratitude,  
Christina 

 

 


